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Advent and Christmas 
Preparation and Celebration 

 

Join us as we journey toward Bethlehem during Advent, the season 
of waiting, and as we celebrate the birth of our Savior at Christmas. 

 

Sunday, November 27, First Sunday in Advent; the first Advent 
Wreath candle is lit.  

• 8:30 and 10:45 – Morning worship Services 
• 9:30 – Education for all ages!  Advent themed adult class begins. 
• Poinsettias can be ordered in memory or in honor of loved ones. 
• Gift lists for the Parsons Christmas Project are available. 

Sunday, December 4, Second Sunday in Advent; the second candle 
is lit; anticipation builds as more decorations adorn the 
sanctuary. 

• 8:30 and 10:45 – Morning worship Services 
• 9:30 – Education for all; Advent themed adult class 
• Parsons gifts, unwrapped, can be placed in Assembly Hall. 
• “Flock Together” after 10:45 worship. 

Sunday, December 11, Third Sunday in Advent; the third candle is lit. 
• 8:30 and 10:45 – Worship Services with Chrismon tree and 

wreaths 
• 9:30 – Education for all; Advent adult class continues 
• Last day to return Parsons gifts 
• Mayan Hands and Fair Trade Market in Assembly Hall; coffee, tea, 

chocolate and gifts from impoverished producers are for sale. 
Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday in Advent; the fourth candle is 

lit. 
• 8:30 and 10:45 – Worship Services  
• 9:30 – Education for all; Advent themed adult class concludes 
• The Christmas Joy Offering will be received during worship. 
• The chancel will be full of poinsettias as the church is almost ready 

for the Christmas season to begin. 
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

• 7:00 pm – Musical Prelude 
• 7:30 pm – The star is shining, and a candlelight service of 

Lessons and Carols enhances an especially moving worship 
experience. Nursery care is available. 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
• 11:00 am – “On the first day of Christmas” worship will feature 

Christmas carols and a story.  The Christmas season has 
arrived; the Christ child is born! 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
• 11:00 am – “On the eighth day of Christmas”;  More carols!  

Special guest the Rev. Alexandra Lusak leads worship. No 
education hour. 

 

And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one. The Lord 
is with you.” Luke 1:28 
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Pause Here a Moment…. 

Two Thoughts on Incarnation 
Editor’s note - Two theologians offer these words for thought on the 
Incarnation, and then, our children: 

•  Frederick Buechner 

“The word became flesh,” wrote John, “and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). That is what incarnation means. It is untheological. It 
is unsophisticated. It is undignified. But according to Christianity, it is the way 
things are. The incarnation is a kind of vast joke whereby the Creator of the 
ends of the earth comes among us in diapers. 

All religions and philosophies that deny the reality or the significance of the 
material, the fleshly, the earthbound, are themselves denied. Moses at the 
burning bush was told to take off his shoes because the ground on which he 
stood was holy ground (Exodus 3:5), and incarnation means that all ground 
is holy ground because God not only made it but walked on it, ate and slept 
and worked and died on it. If we are saved anywhere, we are saved here. 
And what is saved is not some diaphanous distillation of our bodies and our 
earth, but our bodies and our earth themselves. Jerusalem becomes the 
New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven like a bride adorned for her 
husband (Revelation 21:2). Our bodies are sown perishable and raised 
imperishable (1 Corinthians 15:42). 

•  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

One of the blunders religious people are particularly fond of making is the 
attempt to be more spiritual than God. 

Only the humble believe him and rejoice that God is so free and so 
marvelous that he does wonders where people despair, that he takes what is 
little and lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the wonder of all 
wonders, that God loves the lowly…. God is not ashamed of the lowliness of 
human beings. God marches right in. He chooses people as his instruments 
and performs his wonders where one would least expect them. God is near 
to lowliness; he loves the lost, the neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, 
the weak and broken. 

 

 
AND, Our Children’s Thoughts 

on Incarnation 

Mark your Calendars: 

First Presbyterian Youth present 

Bohemian 

Rhapsody Nativity 
Sunday, December 11, 12:15 pm  

(after the 11:45 worship service) 
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Consecration Sunday 

A Multitude of Blessings 
Including Pledges of $311,654 and Counting 

By Stephanie Kite, Stewardship Co-Chair 

A huge thank you to all who attended Consecration Sunday and 
helped to make this day in the life of our church a spectacular 
acknowledgement of God’s grace and gifts to all of us. We missed 
those of you who weren’t able to be here, but thank you for the 
pledges you have sent in and for your spirit of generosity. 

Writing this on November 15, we are still compiling the stunning 
numbers of service commitments to which you all have pledged your 
time and talents.  In addition, the total of financial pledges in hand as 
of this date of writing, is $311,654.00. If you have not turned in a 
pledge card, please do so as soon as possible so that we can 
continue to acknowledge the generosity of each member of our 
congregation. Our plan is to chart the totals of your involvement and 
display that information on the Stewardship bulletin board outside 
the Assembly Hall. Please take a look at how many of our 
congregation members plan to do God’s work at First Pres in the 
coming year. 

On Consecration Sunday, after an exuberant worship service 
complete with a moving sermon by Pastor Miriam, music and Word 
calling us all to trust in God and be worthwhile stewards of God’s 
love and blessings, the congregation joyfully danced their gifts up to 
the communion table to be given for God’s work through First 
Presbyterian Church. 

The congregation, with the Spirit leading us, then moved to the 
Assembly Hall for lunch and a mission project to benefit our partner 
in the city’s South End, Giffen Memorial Elementary School. We 
stuffed bags with school supplies for each classroom at Giffen (there 
are 28) and wrote notes of thanks to each member of the staff and 
faculty at Giffen. The bags and the notes, along with a homemade 

Your 2017 stewardship envelopes will be available in Assembly 
Hall on Sunday, December 11, for those who have requested 
them. 

We will be closing the 2016 financial year on January 3, 
2017.  Please submit all reimbursement requests by that date. 

 

pumpkin muffin, a lollipop, and a local 
grown apple were delivered to Giffen in 
November. Thank you all for your help 
in showing the Giffen Community how 
much we value their service to the 
community. 
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Reduced to Rubble! 

Haiti Mission School 
By Eric Fagans 

October brought devastation once again to 
the island nation of Haiti, when Hurricane 
Matthew scored a direct hit on the western 
side, passing directly over the small village of 
La Bastille and the larger town of Jeremie. 
La Bastille is the home of the Haitian Mission 
School that Tom and JoEllen Parsons of 
Lake Luzerne began ten years ago. We have 
helped to support them from time to time, 
and the Outreach and Mission committee 
sent them $500 disaster money. 

The damage to both Jeremie and La Bastille 
was extensive. The Mission School was 
reduced to rubble. Fortunately, there was no 
loss of life in the village. The fruit trees 
(bananas, oranges, mangos and avocados), 
if still standing, are skeletons. The fields, 
once green with a variety of vegetables, are 
now bare. And their small houses have lost 
their roofs and walls. 

State-side supporters of the Mission School 
have been sending money to purchase food, 
and JoEllen, along with another board 
member visited them in October, bringing 
medicines, tarps, rope and 120 bucket water 
purifiers (each able to purify up to 170 
gallons per day). They also met with parents, 
local residents and the School Committee to 
talk about working together to rebuild the 
school. 

The committee will be sending more help in 
the future. The needs there will be long term. 
Our contribution, added to many other gifts, 
will be used by the school board to construct 
a hurricane and earthquake proof structure 
that will serve the La Bastille school, church 
and community.  

 

 

Wizard’s Wardrobe Update 

It’s Happening! 
By Deb Fagans 

Rehabbing always brings surprises, and the 
renovation of the Wizard’s Wardrobe space at 20 
Rensselaer Street is no exception. Once the 
Reinforced Fiberglass Plastic (RFP) that covered the 
walls of the former Meals-on-Wheels kitchen was 
removed, we discovered that mold lay beneath it, on 
the sheetrock. This means that more work will be 
needed to turn it into our “castle” than we thought.  
But wizards are stalwart if nothing else. We will stay 
the course and try to have our one-on-one after 
school program up and running as soon as we can.  

In the meantime, we have trained another 4 tutors – 
bringing our total up to 20. We’ve also had one of our 
supplemental workshops on writing strategies and 
another was held mid-November on “Race: The 
Power of an Illusion.” Our first “event” – a get 
acquainted with the Wizards Wardrobe night – will 
take place on Nov. 29th at the church at 7:00 pm. 

All of this is keeping our tutors excited while we wait 
for the completion of our space. 

The Wizard’s Wardrobe is now under construction 
and will soon be ready to receive students from 

Giffen Memorial Elementary School and their tutors 

These photos of the Mission School in Haiti can only hint at 
the devastation caused by the hurricane and earthquake. 
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A Property Committee Update  

Your Church Buildings 

are Dynamic Structures! 
By Stephanie Kite, Property Committee Chair 

Our education and sanctuary buildings are 
wonderful and they welcome us to gather for 
worship, fellowship, service, and community every 
day. We are likewise aware that our buildings are 
forces to be reckoned with. The changing nature 
of our structures demands our attention and care. 
To that end, the Property Committee has had a 
very busy past couple of months. 

Work started on the basement renovations in mid-
October and, despite a few hiccups, is 
progressing well. The work will be completed in 
time for our Equinox Thanksgiving guests to take 
full advantage of the renovated kitchen and 
bathroom for their “Pie Heaven” enjoyment. While 
this project has been on the committee’s radar for 
a number of years while we figured out how to 
fund the work, we are glad that it is finally 
happening. As it turns out, any further delay 
would have been hazardous to our health. Our 
contractor, Bennett Construction, discovered 
upon removing the urinals in the bathroom, that 
one of the drain pipes was rusted through and 
has been draining waste behind the wall long 
enough to rot the floor stringers at the base of the 
stairs and under the stairs. YUCK! Luckily, 
Bennett is very good at what they do and they 
have cleaned out the entire area and installed 
pressure treated stringers and a new floor after 
having repaired the drain pipe. Phew! Of course, 
this additional work wasn’t inexpensive and we 
might exceed the 15% overage that we built into 
the budget, but we couldn’t leave raw sewage 
draining in the basement. Other than that fiasco, 
things are progressing well. 

Another area of concern that cropped up in 
September was the discovery of four active leaks 
in the Sanctuary. Our roofing contractor will be 
arriving with an eighty foot lift this month and they 
will begin the process of determining the best way 
to repair the leaks and get the work done before 
our lovely winter weather arrives. While the cost 
of this work was unexpected, we are thankful that 
the leaks materialized in the fall, rather than after 
the ice and snow appear. 

On a more positive note, we now have a gate 
installed in the fence at the top of the basement 
emergency exit stairs allowing for the safe 
evacuation in case of any emergencies in that 
space. We have also completed the repair of 
the stage ceiling, damaged last year when the 
roof above it leaked. The removal of the 
overgrown brush behind the Education Building 
is now finished, and that along with forty-two 
bags full of leaves have now been delivered to 
the compost facility. 

This month the Property Committee will be 
prioritizing our list of programmed 
improvements that need to be addressed in the 
coming five to ten years. Please check the 
Property bulletin board after December 15 to 
see a list of all the areas that need attention in 
the near future. 

 

The basement kitchen will be completed in time for 
the Equinox Thanksgiving Dinner. 

A rotted floor is now 
being replaced. 

A safe egress from the basement is in process (lower 
left), but the ceiling in the sanctuary needs repair 
(right). 
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2016 Christmas Joy Offering  

Go tell it on the mountain! 
Don't forget to include the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Christmas Joy Offering in your holiday 
giving.  This year's offering will be received on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18.  The Joy 
Offering supports Presbyterian Racial/Ethnic 
Schools as well as retired missionaries and church 
leaders.  You can use the Christmas Joy Offering 
envelope in the pew and add a note to your check – 
“Christmas Joy Offering.”  

The Youth at First Pres are participating in the 
Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands 
fundraiser.  The fastest and easiest way for us 
to sell these car wash tickets is online at our 
own page on the Helping Hands website. 

http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraise
rs/fallwinterfundraiser 

By purchasing tickets online and having them 
delivered electronically to an email or mobile 
device, you can use them at Hoffman’s at your 
convenience.  You can also see our fundraiser 
progress.  This fundraiser can help us to fund 
all the great activities that we do all year. 

Please consider purchasing car wash tickets 
and supporting the Youth Program! 

The Upper Rooms 

Advent: Mary’s Song 
A new rotation in The Upper Rooms (our Christian 
education program for children in kindergarten 
through 8th grade) begins November 27 and runs 
through December 18.   The theme for 
Kindergarten through 5th graders is “Advent: 
Mary’s Song” and the children are exploring Luke 
1:26-56 through drama, games and puzzles, art 
and worship.  Teaching this time around will be 
Heidi Iyok in Galilee Gallery, Laura Schultz in The 
Tower of Scrabble, and Pastor Miriam in Sinai 
Stage and in the Worship and Music Workshop.  
Children in grades 6 through 8 are exploring Faith 
Question in The Upper Rooms.   If you’re 
interested in teaching for two weeks in one of the 
upcoming rotations, sign up in Assembly Hall or 
contact Pastor Miriam. 
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A Furniture Bank 
By Alice Schrade 

Are you downsizing or even buying new 
furniture? Please consider giving what you 
are not using to a new "bank" in Albany: a 
furniture “bank" run by HATAS (Homeless 
Action and Travelers Aid).  HATAS, in 
conjunction with three other groups, helps 
homeless folks find homes. The next step is 
furnishings.  The bank can be accessed on 
line by emailing jbeckett@hatas.org or by 
phone (612-2265). 

This is a wonderful opportunity to help those 
less fortunate, to do something to address the 
income gap, and to keep perfectly good 
furniture out of the landfills. 

The history of the Christmas Joy Offering dates 
back to 1952 when the former Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. began the Joy Gift Offering to 
supplement inadequate retirement income and 
supplemental medical insurance for former 
missionaries, ministers, church workers and their 
spouses.   In 1974 minority education was added 
as a recipient. The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace - so “prepare the way” this year by being 
generous, as God has been generous with all of us.  

 

Third 
graders 
received 
Bibles on 
November 
6.  Among 
them was 
Kaylee Kite. 
Pictured 
here are 
three 
generations 
who stand 
with their 
First Pres 
Bibles:  
Dad, Chas 
Kite, Kaylee 
Kite and 
Grandpa, 
Charlie 
Kite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pict 
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You’re Invited to Help Out 

Emergency Overflow 

Shelter 
By Stephanie Kite 

Once again It is time for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches Emergency Overflow 
Shelter to open and start providing a warm, 
safe sleeping area and a hot meal for some of 
our community’s homeless men as they 
struggle with the cold temperatures. 

As a congregation, we have supported this 
mission for over thirteen years and are again 
being invited by our Outreach and Mission 
Committee to find the time and resources to 
share our blessings with those in need. 

The First Presbyterian 
 

 

We will be providing meals on the first and 
third Mondays of the month. The first available 
date for a meal is November 18, 2016. We will 
provide meals through and including, Monday, 
April 17. There is a sign-up sheet on the 
Outreach and Mission bulletin board to the 
right of the church office. Please take one of 
the information sheets from the envelope next 
to the sign-up sheet.  All of the details for 
preparing and delivering the meal are included 
there. 

If you have been looking for a one-time 
commitment service opportunity, this is an 
excellent opportunity. If you find the task 
overwhelming, the committee will be glad to 
help find a partner or another family to share 
the joy of helping others with you. Thank you! 

 

 

Redesigned Website!  Firstpresalbany.org 
 

What should an updated website contain going forward to represent First Presbyterian Church in the 
second decade of the 21st century?  Please check it out and let us know what you think.   
 
The small Membership Committee Taskforce that worked steadily on this project for the past seven 
months felt strongly that two needs should be addressed: first, that the website continue to serve our 
members well—as it had in the past—by providing timely information on all aspects of our faith 
community’s programs and services. You will see that the “navigation” system has been streamlined, 
making it easier to find information. 
 
Secondly, given the important role that websites serve these days in introducing people for the first time 
to new services and opportunities, the Taskforce also worked hard to meet the needs of people 
exploring options for greater spiritual connection. New texts were added, along with new photographs, 
all aiming to tell First Pres’s “story” as an evolving, open, caring faith community. 
 
Undergirding all the changes is a new operating platform which was introduced to help us manage the 
website more easily, de-centralize the workload, and assure that the site continues to be accurate and 
up-to-date going forward. Though the website has been officially launched, it will continue for some time 
to be a work in progress as we tweak it here and there, aiming to better serve all who use it. A big thank 
you to Office Administrator Sue Bartle, Web Designer Corey Grant, and Taskforce members Carol 
Bullard, David Hinchen, Jim Lamar, Barbara Speck and Miriam Lawrence Leupold. If you want to 
comment on the site as it is, and/or offer suggestions for further improvements, please contact Miriam 
Lawrence Leupold at the church. Take a look!  Share the site with your friends!                         
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In the November Gallery 
Troy at 200 (1816-2016) 
Photographic Celebration 

Ray Henrikson, Deva Wayne, 
Tony Colasurdo, Dylan Longton, 
Albert Gnidica, Chuch Miller, 
and David Hinchen 

First Friday 

First Friday Art Gallery 

December 2, 5:30 pm 

First Friday Style and Decor 

Marketplace

Wes Bennett - Art Space Industrial

Roslyn Jefferson - JIVA Jewelry

Tim Dumas - Infused Interiors Art Lighting

Duane Barker - Photography

David Hinchen - David Hinchen Gallery

Silver Fox Salvage - Reclaimed Artifacts and Decor

Wes Bennett – Art Space Industrial 
Roslyn Jefferson – JIVA Jewelry 
Tim Dumas – Infused Interiors Art Lighting 
Duane Barker – Photography 
David Hinchen – David Hinchen Gallery 
Silver Fox Salvage – Reclaimed Artifacts and Decor 
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First Friday Concert, Dec. 2, 6:00 pm 

Seasonal Music and Saint-

Saens’ Oratorio di Noel  
By Michael Lister, Director of Music 

On Friday, December 2, the musicians of First 
Presbyterian Church will present a concert 
celebrating the season of Advent and Christmas. This 
concert will include Christmas Chants by the Bell 
Choir and a performance of the Oratorio di Noel 
(Christmas Oratorio) by Camille Saint-Saens, one of 
the greatest French composers of all time.  

The music of this oratorio emulates the styles of Bach 
and Mendelssohn, infused with a rich French sound. 
The oratorio features prominently soloists and choir 
and is accompanied by strings, harp, and organ, all of 
which are made up of musicians from FPC, friends, 
and guests.  We hope that you will be able to join us 
for this exciting evening of music.  

   

The First Presbyterian 
 

New Faces in the Choir Loft 
By Michael Lister, Director of Music 

There have been a few changes this fall in the choir. 
We are happy to welcome Nathaniel Wardlaw as 
our new tenor soloist. Nate is a recent graduate of 
the College of Saint Rose and teaches at two 
elementary schools in the Albany City School 
District. He is an accomplished singer and 

accompanist and has been musical 
director for the Cue Theatre Inc. We 
are thrilled to have him on board, 
and I know you will enjoy getting to 
know him as a part of our church 
community.  

As Chris Trombley takes a leave of 
absence this fall, we are pleased to 
have Eugene Sit as our guest bass 

soloist. A friend of the church and member of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Choir, Eugene 
has graciously agreed to join us this fall. Eugene 
has been an active vocalist in our region, with 
many groups, including the Albany Pro Musica 
Masterworks chorus, the Broad Street Chorale of 
Kinderhook, the choir of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, the summer volunteer choir of the 
Cathedral of All Saints, and Hubbard Hall Opera 
Theater. We are very thankful for Eugene’s 
leadership and presence in our choir this fall. 

 

Nate Wardlaw 

Performers at the 
November First Friday Concert 

In Concert, 
November 4 
David Bebe, cello 
Young Kim, piano 
Sergei Rachmaninoff 
Sonata for Cello and 
Piano 
 
Deb Rocco and 
Fiona McKinney 
A Night at the Opera 



 10 

 
 

 

 

   

 

The First Presbyterian 
 

 

Deacons’ Flower Ministry 
 

Dec 4 Delmar – Barbara Woodruff, Margaret Zettle, 
Gail Scott 

Dec 11 Albany East – Joe Mathias, Jerry Nathan  

Dec 18 Poinsettias  

Dec 25 Poinsettias 

The Delmar Neighborhood Flock hosts 
December Coffee Hours. 

Fair Trade Market and Mayan Hands are Sunday, 
December 11. 

 
 

Ushers and Greeters 
Dec 4 8:30 am Bruce Brynolfson 
              10:45 am FPC Youth 
 
Dec 11 8:30 am Ellen Eisenbraun 
 10:45 am Team 7 – Carol Bullard, Joseph 

Mathias, Alice Schrade, Deb Shoup, 
Ann Songayllo 

 
Dec 18 8:30 am Jackie & Lynn Ellsworth 
 10:45 am Team 2 – J Coley, Joanne 

Gascoyne, Dick Gascoyne, Dwight 
Cheu, Leslie Cheu, David Hannay 

 
Dec 24 7:30 pm Team 3 – Keith Barber, David 

Haase, Bob Stevens, Linda Stevens 
 
Dec 25 11:00 am Margaret & Elizabeth Leupold 
 

Try This! 

A Reverse Advent 

Calendar 
By Amy Robinson, Outreach and Mission 
Committee 

This year during Advent, please consider setting 
aside a non-perishable food item each day to be 
donated to the FOCUS food pantry.  The 
concept is often referred to as a Reverse Advent 
Calendar, rather than receiving a piece of 
chocolate or small prize behind an open door, 
each day during Advent, a food item is placed in 
a box or bag or basket to be delivered to the 
food pantry.  The time after the holidays can be 
the lowest months for food donations so that the 
Reverse Advent Calendar gifts can make a 
difference to our less fortunate neighbors 
through the winter season.    

Should you prefer not to deliver the items 
directly to the food pantry, feel free to place 
them in the labeled container in the Assembly 
Hall and they will be delivered.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Amy Robinson, 
amy.robinson4@aol.com. 

 

Friday, December 16, 6:00 pm 

Pot Luck Dinner and 

Christmas Carol Sing 
By David Hannay 

Children are especially encouraged to attend! 

Come to the annual Christmas Carol Sing 
during the Potluck Dinner on Friday, 
December 16 at 6 pm. It is a chance to sing 
your favorites and to make sure that they 
really ARE your favorite carols; you get to 
VOTE! The two-sided green ballot, inserted 
in your newsletter, lets you express your 
preference by assigning points to the carols 
that you would most like to sing with our 
accompanists, Nancy Frank and Trevor 
Kahlbaugh. 

On your ballot, you get to vote 15 points. If 
you have a single favorite, you can put all 15 
of your points on that one; if you can’t decide 
among, say, 3 different carols, you can split 
your points three ways and assign 5 points to 
each one. If you have 15 favorites you can 
give each one a single vote. You can even 
get creative and assign 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1 
points to five different carols. (no fractional 
votes or write ins) After voting, give your 
ballot to David Hannay by Sunday, December 
11. And don’t forget to tell the church office 
what you will be bringing for the Potluck 
Dinner! 
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December 2016 
1   Thursday 
      UN Trip Application Deadline 
 7:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm    Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 

2   Friday 
 5:30 pm    First Friday Art Display 
 6:00 pm    First Friday Concert    
 

3   Saturday 
 9:30 am    Officer training 
 

4   Sunday  
 8:30 am    Worship (Communion) 
 9:30 am    Education for all ages 
 9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:45 am    Worship (Communion)  
 11:45 am    Fellowship 
 

6   Tuesday 
 9:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 12:45 pm    Staff Meeting 
 5:30 pm Committee Night 
  • Membership 
  • Outreach & Mission 
  • Property 
  • Worship 
 7:00 pm    Dinner 
 7:30 pm    • Christian Education 
 

7   Wednesday 
 12:00 pm    JI/JO 
 1:30 pm    Sanctuary decorating 
 7:15 pm    Small Group B3 
 

8   Thursday 
 7:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm    Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 pm    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

9   Friday 
 12:00 pm    Newsletter deadline   
 

10  Saturday 
 12:00 pm    Musical Dress Rehearsal 

  

11   Sunday  
 8:30 am    Worship (Communion) 
 9:30 am    Education for all ages 
 9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:45 am    Worship  
 11:45 am Fellowship 
  Fair Trade Market  
  Mayan Hands 
 12:15 pm    Musical Performance 
 

12   Monday 
     6:30 pm    Musical Cast Party 
 

13   Tuesday 
 9:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm    Deacons/Session 
   

14   Wednesday 
 7:30 pm    Dads’ Small Group 
 

15   Thursday 
 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
       7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

16   Friday 
 12:00 pm    Annual Report deadline 
 6:00 pm Potluck Dinner and Christmas 

Carol Sing 
 

18   Sunday  
 8:30 am Worship (Communion) 
 9:30 am Education for all ages 
 9:30 am    HS CE Class Secret Santa Party 
 9:45 am    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:45 am    Worship (Communion) 
 11:45 am    Fellowship  
 

20   Tuesday 
 9:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 

21   Wednesday 
 12:00 pm    JI/JO 
  

22   Thursday 
 7:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm    Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 pm    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

24  Saturday  
 7:00 pm    Musical Prelude 
 7:30 pm    Worship  

AA Meeting Schedule 
Daily 5:30 pm  
Wed 10:00 pm 
Thurs 7:30 pm 
 

Get Well Group 
Wed & Fri 7:30 pm 

 

25   Sunday  
 11:00 am    Worship 
 

26   Monday Office Closed 
 

27   Tuesday 
 9:00 am    Men’s Bible Study 
  

29   Thursday  
 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
  
 Note:  Italics indicate outside groups. 

 

-- and Christmas 
Carol Sing 
Friday, Dec. 16, 6 pm 

See p. 10. 
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Lectionary 
 
Dec 4 Second Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 11:1–10 Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19  
 Romans 15:4–13 Matthew 3:1–12  
 
Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent   
 Isaiah 35:1–10 Psalm 146:5–10 or Luke 1:46–55  
 James 5:7–10 Matthew 11:2–11  
 
Dec 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 Isaiah 7:10–16 Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19  
 Romans 1:1–7 Matthew 1:18–25  
 
Dec 25 Nativity of the Lord / Christmas Day  
 Isaiah 52:7–10      Psalm 98  
 Hebrews 1:1–4 [5–12]     John 1:1–14 

 

 
Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 
9:30 am to 1:30 pm 

 

Office Manager Sue Bartle 

 

Phone 518-449-7332 
Fax 518-449-3104 
Web firstpresalbany.org 
Facebook                    facebook.com 
E-mail  info@firstpresalbany.org 

 

The First Presbyterian Newsletter is 
published 11 times a year. 

Editor Rev. Dr. Glenn D. Leupold 
Layout Richard C. Gascoyne 

 
Please notify the church office of any 

change in address. 
 

Recordings of the worship service 
are available from the church office. 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
362 State Street 
Albany, NY  12210 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

The First Presbyterian 
 

http://www.firstpres.org/

