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- TRANSFORMATION -
Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis

Times change, and we too change with then

By Richard Gascoyne

Latin? Are you crazy? The Church gave up Latin
centuries ago, part of the Reformation
transformation. But the idea that times change
and that we are forced to change too echoes
thousands of verses in the ancient oral tradition
that predate even the lliad and Odyssey -- or the
Bible. An ancient idea, both in thought and
poetic form. The quote, however, comes from the
Reformation fAtradition.
Aireformation traditiono
you reform (or transform) and yet retain tradition?

Recently a friend emailed me a series of six
shapshots with a common theme: an Indian
couple sitting together
(Planning their Honeymoon), a group of four
buddies basking in the sun (A Day at the Beach),
four people in a restaurant together (Having
Dinner with Your Friends), a mature couple sitting
next to each other (Out on an Intimate Date), two
girls sitting side by side (Having a Conversation
with Your Bestie), three people sitting on a bench
together in an art gallery (A Visit to the Museum).
What did all the photos have in common? You
guessed it; all 17 people were totally engaged
with their cell phones.
that what phones are for?), but poking the phones
with their fingers. Times change, and we too
change with them. 0 koo w
have? Even Granny who uses Facebook knows
what that means. Will books survive? Libraries?
Newspapers? Have you been to a bank recently?
Therebds an app for that

Change! Spring is the season of transformation:
caterpillars become butterflies; brown bulbs
beneath the snowy earth become tulips, daffodils,
lilies-of-the-valley; dead trees burst into life,
forsythia, lilacs; the bitter wind of winter becomes
the breath of spring; Jesus becomes the Christ.

Just |like that? One da
accused, convicted, crucified, and three days later
God? Not quite, but in the history of the universe,
yes! It all happened so fast, miraculously fast.

And the whole empire worshipped him. Maybe it
happened too fast; maybe the message was
garbled in the transformation. The reformation
tried to fix it. I's it
Theologian Karl Barth in 1947 refers to the
Presbyterian Church as
reformed. 0O He says it
Afeccl esia r ef orrenfactramagned a

3

medium is part of the message. How can we
continue the Atraditiono
reformation?

First Presbyterian Church does a good job. We
hear the word of God in a church that welcomes the
stranger, feeds the hungry, attends the lame,

guides the blind, tutors kids, revels in the talents of
its youth, eats together
doors, marches with pride, and follows the spirit
where it leads us to resist. Where else can you jive
to rap music in the sanctuary, sway to the rhythm of
an African American spiritual, hear the rafters
vibrate with a Bach toccata, and applaud them all?
Oh, and buy Fair Trade coffee (and chocolates!),
gifts from Mayan Hands, and support the SERVV
initiative (Sales Exchange for Refugee

Rehabilitation and Vocation), all while sharing
coffee, tea and conversation with fellow

wor shipers? And worship
not raining, and go to an art show and concert on
the first Friday of each month? All this, in an
atmosphere of traditional liturgy with robes, and
candl es, and the invitat
an alternate baptismal font in the back of the

church, a remnant of the medieval baptistry? And
communion every Sunday, or every other Sunday,
depending on which service you attend. The work
of transformation i s nev
tradition.

So, can we get used to not having a monthly
newsletter, just a slight transformation? There is a
list of alternate news sources on p. 12. They have
already been in operation for a while. And what
you are reading is part of that transformation:
REFLECTIONS i a photo-essay journal. The plan
is to publish it three times a year: spring (May),
winter (January), and fall (September). Each
journal will have a theme: this month,
Transformation! It will be mailed to you either in
black and white or in color. Bulk mail is
inexpensive, and a certain minimum number of
items is required to take advanta ge of i t .
better online, because it is always in color online.
Show this to your friends and tell them about First
Pres. This is part of our membership initiative.
Only you can make change work.

Times change, and we too change with them. We
are the agents of change; we always have been.
Transformation is our tradition. It happens every
spring; it happened one morning at an empty tomb.
Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis.
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Generosity can be transformative
A sermon on Deuteronomy 15:7-6, 10-11
By the Rev. Dr. Glenn D. Leupold

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in

any of your towns within the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do
not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your needy neighbor. You
should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need,
whatever it may be. Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for
on this account the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all
that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in need on
the eart h, I therefore command you

needy neighbor in your | and. 6

Generosity is both a Christian value and, | believe, a spiritual practice. It is
also nearly universal, taught around the world by all major world religions.
Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism all teach generosity as a
core value and practice. Islam goes the farthest, making generosity one of
its five pillars. In Western culture we do not immediately think of

generosity as a spiritual discipline due to our tendency toward dualism,

the belief that everything is either spiritual or physical; earthly or heavenly;
and so all things related to money and earthly needsarefiof t he f

r cinferior to what we think of as purely spiritual things, like prayer or

wor ship. This duality worked its
Luke have no trouble depicting a very earthly creation being visited by a
very holy messiah at Christmas, a messiah that lives an earthly life, and
then dies a very earthly death.

In our faith, being concerned about the earthly needs of others is a

bl essed thing; Jesus himself went
you want me to do for you?o0 Jesus
prayers, his healing abilities and with his very life. So when we think

about generosity as a transformative spiritual practice, these are the
various aspects of what we have 1 and who we are i with which God calls
us to be generous.

The bible talks about being generous with various parts of what and who
we are, like our time and attention, who we include and so on. It does

also focus, in several places, on being generous with our money. There

are verses that call us to give toward strangers, like Leviticus 19:33-34

and 24:22whereGod t el |l s Godbés people to 6
in your | and. 0 There are some gen
in the Deuteronomy passage above, where God calls us to help the needy
around us. There are verses about financial generosity toward the

church, like 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 wherein Paul encourages generosity

within the Christian community because God loves a cheerful giver.

That reading from Deuteronomy to h
be hard hearted or tight-fistedtoward your needy nei gh
need to tell you the number of times we have seen policies promoted or
elaborate justifications given for being hard hearted and tight fisted. | am
continually amazed at the great lengths and extreme contortions some
people will go to in order to justify selfish behavior. Itis as if being selfish

is ok as long as we justify it. No matter how much you try to convince me
that the big dead fish sitting on the dock is not a fish, the stink of it
confirms t had fishoh the dedk.sNo anattdré@v many times
thosewhor eal | v, wangtd be genatoosrefer to being generous

Continued on p. 18, Generosity.
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Social Justice and Peacemaking Committee
Advocates for transformationequaity for LcTQ (esbian, gay, bisexual,

By Keith Barber

Twenty-one years ago we established a More
Light Committee to lead in a more organized way
our congregationds part
Presbyterian Church USA would become fully
welcoming and accessible to LGBTQ (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning)
people. That was a big need then. Today we can
celebrate the significant progress in our
Presbyterian denomination and other faith
communities and in civil society as well, and thus
our More Light Committee -- at its own initiative --
has transitioned to become the Social Justice
and Peacemaking Committee.

Here is the description of the new committee as
authorized by Session:

Purpose: To advocate for peace, social justice,

and human rights; to protect and defend
marginalized people, targets of prejudice and
injustice; to witness G
for the |l east of Chri st
[Matthew 25: 40].

Responsibilities:

1. Develop, maintain and share with the
congregation awareness of social injustice
issues.

2. Working in cooperation with other bodies in
the congregation and in the community,
propose and execute remedies to social
injustice and to promote just and equitable
treatment of all.

3. Work cooperatively with appropriate groups
FOCUS, the PC(USA), in the community, and
regionally and nationally. This includes the
former More Light Comr
organizations as Presbyterian Rainbow, More
Light Presbyterians, Covenant Network,
Welcoming Congregations, etc.

4. Establish and maintain contact with elected
and appointed officials and other policy
makers, sharing concerns as appropriate.

5. As appropriate, participate in and encourage
members of the congregation to participate in
advocacy activities, including, but not limited
to, letter/post card writing, phone call
campaigns, rallies, demonstrations, marches.

6. Celebrate, preserve, and protect the
enormous progress the PC(USA) has made in

transgender, and questioning/queer people,
the leadership role our congregation has
taken, and the tremendous progress that has
been achieved in the civic arena on these
matters as well.

7. Even as we work on other social justice
matters, maintain vigilance to preserve and
further LGBTQ justice and equality,
responding appropriately as the need may
arise.

8. Continue the responsibilities of the former
More Light Committee to coordinate More
Light Sunday, participation in Pride Fest,
liaison with the Pride Center and other
appropriate organizations. Continue invitation
and welcome for LGBTQ people into the full
fellowship of the Christian community.

9. Establish and maintain formal communication
with the Mission and Outreach Committee.

Without diminishing the efforts of others in the
church, we hope to help First Pres become an
even more significant presence in encouraging

and advocating justice and peace locally and
worldwide. Our church is already active in

Al banydéds South End at G
Wi zardbs Wardrobe, in w
income gap between rich and poor, in promoting
fair trade, in feeding the hungry and providing
assistance to the needy. Much is in cooperation
with others, such as Crop Walk, Empty Bowls,

the FOCUS Food Pantry and Breakfast Program.
ltds not as i f wedre no
opportunities are evident.

Today we see families threatened with being
broken up by deportation, marginalization of
ethnic and religious minorities, hunger and
nutrition programs threatened, a criminal justice
system that is often unjust and threatens to
become more so, and on-going economic
injustice in many forms.

Independent of the new committee, some of us
have begun participating in rallies,
demonstrations, and marches on these issues,
have turned out in organized accompaniments of
undocumented people at immigration hearings,
and are taking part in like minded efforts. Rifat
Elkins, Director of Refugee and Immigration
Support Services at Emmaus (RISSE) was our
speaker at the April pot luck, giving us a

description of that org

Continued on p. 19, Social Justice.
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The transformation of a window
The Ascension

By TiTooleOb

[Edi t or 6 Bhe Asoehsion of Christ marks the ultimate
transformation and a pivotal event in the Christian story. Itis
with this event that it becomes clear that the work of God in
Christ is our work. Here is the story of the transformation as
it appears in the window that often goes unnoticed in the
back of the sanctuary.]

In July of 2004, work began to repair our Lamb Studio
window. First Presbyterian commissioned Cohoes Design
Glass to remove the weathered and yellowed Lexan covers,
then apply retaining rings to hold new plexiglass covers in
place.

The firm carefully removevdicht |
had warped from years of summer heat (held in by the un-
vented Lexan), then transported it gently to their Cohoes
studio.

In October, First Pres Seniors visited the studio in Cohoes to
review work in progress. The work table looked like a giant
coloring book, waiting for the right crayons to fill in the
spaces.

Segments of the window were spread out like pieces of a
jigsaw puzzeéat swndedeath - sinee he-
leading each piece of stained glass was enough of a
challenge.

Nigel Johnson and his team were able to restore the window to
its former glory, and return it to First Presbyterian in time for
Easter 2005.

With the fogged plastic covering replaced by crystal-clear glass,
the magnificent depiction of Christ's ministry, from Nativity to
Ascension could be shared with our neighbors.

The Lamb Window memorializes six former members of First
Presbyterian (from the Milne, Bull and McEwan families).

Dedicated January 2, 1916, it was executed in the studios of J &
R Lamb, NYC, under personal supervision of Frederick Stymetz
Lamb.

This AAmer i cGlnasScoh owilndoofw gai n
by overlaying two or three thicknesses of glass.

Five panels represent different events in the life of Christ, while
three round windows represent (left to right) the Garden of Eden,
the Ascension, and the City of Life.

The Tree of Life is represented in the border of the middle and
largest round window. The Alpha and Omega represent Christ
as the beginning and end of all things.

Church records indicate that at time of creation of the window,
each piece was carefully selected and held against the light for
review by the artist before being accepted into the selection.

(Thanks to David Wood, Church Historian for filling in the blanks
in this story).



