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20 Years of “More Light”
Shining Brightly at First Pres

An Icon in the tradition of the
Greek Orthodox Church, one of
the works displayed at the May
First Friday Art Gallery and
painted by Joel Cornell, a longtime member of First Pres.
See pp. 4-6, The Creative Life.
Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same
Lord…To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.
I Cor. 12:4-7
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By Keith Barber, Chair, More Light Committee
We will celebrate 20 years as a More
Light church with two special guests to
lead our worship on More Light Sunday,
June 5: Tony De La Rosa, one of the
long term leaders of the nationwide
More Light movement in the
Presbyterian Church (USA), and Rev.
Shannan Vance-Ocampo, Transitional
Presbyter of Albany Presbytery. More
Light Presbyterians have and continue
to advocate for full inclusion of LGBTQ
people in all aspects of life in the
Tony De La Rosa, national
church, to build a church as big and
leader of More Light movement
encompassing as God’s love. The More
to preach on Sunday, June 5.
Light name derives from a sermon by
Presbyterian Pastor Jon Robinson to
the Pilgrims as they set sail for the new
world. He urged them to open their
minds and hearts to understandings and
truths they might not have realized
previously. “God hath yet More Light
and truth to spring forth from the Word.”
Tony De La Rosa, Interim Executive
Director of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency of PC (USA), and long-time
leader in the church-wide More Light
Shannan Vance-Ocampo,
movement, will be our guest preacher.
Transitional Presbyter, Albany
He earned divinity and law degrees
Presbytery, will be co-celebrant
from Yale, led a demonstration at the
on Sunday, June 5.
1996 General Assembly protesting the
church’s then-discrimination against LGBTQ people, provided legal
advice to then-Stated Clerk Clifton Kirkpatrick on LGBTQ matters, was a
member of the Special Committee to Study Issues of Civil Union and
Continued on p. 2, More Light.

Ministry Recognition Sunday is Sunday, June 19. During both
services members will be recognized for the various ministries
which happen through First Presbyterian Church. Please join us
also for the Education Celebration! at the 9:30 education hour
between worship services. Refreshments will be served.
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Christian Marriage in 2009-2010, which
helped bring us to our present
openness to same-sex marriage. Most
recently Tony served as commissioned
ruling elder and interim lay pastor of the
350-member Newport Presbyterian
Church of Bellevue, WA, and for three
years served as interim executive
presbyter of New York City Presbytery.
His recent appointment to head the
Presbyterian Mission Agency breaks
1996 Stated Clerk of The Presbyterian
new ground in calling openly LGBTQ
Church (USA) Clifton Kirkpatrick
people to high-level leadership
stands with Tony De La Rosa at a
positions in our denomination.
critical period in the General
Assembly’s deliberation on LGBTQ

Shannan is well known by many
discrimination.
members of our church and has led
worship and preached here on a number of occasions. She will be with us
on June 5 to celebrate The Eucharist, to lead other parts of our worship, and
to join in our festive celebration.
A More Light church adopts a statement of intent to pursue equity for
LGBTQ people in its own life, in the community, and throughout the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We were the first church in Albany Presbytery
to make this commitment, followed closely by First United Presbyterian
Church in Troy, and then the Presbyterian New England Congregational
Church of Saratoga Springs. More recently, First Presbyterian Church of
Hudson and our neighbors down State Street at Westminster Presbyterian
Church have made More Light commitments.
The following Saturday, June 11, people from these churches and other
welcoming churches in Albany Presbytery will join together as Presbyterian
Rainbow to participate in the annual Pridefest parade through the
neighborhood and festival in Washington Park.

Pause Here a Moment ...

A Big Juicy Creative Life
Editor's note: Below are a couple of quotes from novelist and Christian
writer, Anne Lamott. They both pertain to our outward appearance.
Intelligence, goodness, humanity, excitement, serenity. Over time, these
are the things that change the musculature of your face, as do laughter, and
animation, and especially whatever peace you can broker with the person
inside. It's furrow, pinch, and judgement that make us look older. Our
mothers were right - they said that if you made certain faces, they would
stick, and they do. But our mothers forgot that faces of kindness and
integrity stick as well.
What if you wake up some day, and you're 65 or 75, and you never got your
novel or memoir written; or you didn't go swimming in warm pools or oceans
because your thighs were jiggly or you had a nice big comfortable tummy;
or you were just so strung out on perfectionism and people-pleasing that
you forgot to have a big juicy creative life, of imagination and radical
silliness and staring off into space like when you were a kid? It's going to
break your heart. Don't let this happen.
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2016
Confirmation Class
Received in May

New Members

Five students in the 2016 Confirmation Class, Imani Elad, Arthur Iyok,
Maggie Robinson, Jordan Scarlett and Akap Takor were voted into
membership by the Session at its May 10 meeting.

Imani Elad, Doane
Stuart School, freshman

Arthur Iyok, Shaker High
School, freshman

They met together with Glenn Leupold and reviewed what they've learned
in The Upper Rooms and pondered what they believe. They asked life’s
big questions. During the final meetings as a class each student prepared
a Statement of Faith that was shared with Session. We delight in adding
them as Active Members of First Presbyterian Church. They were
welcomed in worship by the congregation on May 22, followed by cake and
hugs.

Inquirers Received into the
Church Family
In April
Four inquirers were presented to Session on
Tuesday, April 19, and wholeheartedly
accepted into membership at First Pres.
Officially recognized at the 10:45 worship
service on May 1 were the following additions
to our faith community.

Bill Clark moved into the area recently and
immediately began coming to First
Presbyterian. Bill works at Brunswick Center
Jordan Scarlett, Bethlehem Services, part of Rensselaer Co ARC. He is
looking forward to greeting people.
High School, freshman
J. Coley is already involved in the life of First
Presbyterian Church. He’s on an usher team
and has been helping out with the Home
Repair projects as well as Author/Illustrator
Day at Giffen Elementary. Coley is a Ph.D.
candidate in the area of artificial intelligence.
Ask him about virtual church!
Teboh Raphael is a lifelong Presbyterian who
grew up in the Cameroon. He works for
Maggie Robinson, Guilderland Belvedere Health Services. Music is of special
interest to Teboh and you can hear him play
High School, freshman
the drums on Sundays.
Sahil Yashib moved to the United States from
Pakistan in November to marry FPC member
Sophia John. Sahil grew up in the Church of
Pakistan, the son of a pastor. Currently a
cashier at WalMart, Sahil enjoys
football/soccer and music.
Akap Takor, Shaker High
School, sophomore

Sahil Yashib
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J. Coley
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First Fridays Highlight
the Creative Life
June 3rd Marks the Final First
Friday of the Fourth Season
By Michael Lister, Director of Music
Our fourth season of First Fridays at First
Presbyterian has been very exciting and
continues to draw increasing crowds. We
began our season in October with a concert
by our (at the time) new organist, Trevor
Kahlbaugh. This concert introduced us to
Trevor’s skills and repertoire and was a
great preview of the many marvelous
moments he has continued to provide in our
services this year. Thank you, Trevor!
Our series continued with the musicians of
First Presbyterian, beginning in November
with our Hand Bell Choir, our Chancel Choir
soloists, the Chancel Choir, and a guest
chamber orchestra of Mozart’s Vesperae di
Dominica. Our soloists and guests also
performed one of the first great oratorios
during our March First Friday, Carissimi’s
Jephte, a highlight during the Lenten
season of sacrifice and devotion.
In addition to these performances by our
own musicians, we continued the season
with several wonderful ensembles from the
Capital Community, including our own
resident woodwind quintet, Zephyr Winds.
We also saw the return of the quintet Funf in
a performance of Ravel’s Mother Goose
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Suite and the Capital City String Quartet in
performances of Mozart and Brahms
Clarinet Quintets. We hosted for the first
time, members of the Capital Land
Chorus, a local Singing Adelines
ensemble. We are thrilled to have had
these opportunities to showcase the
remarkable musical ensembles from our
area and look forward to more next
season!

First Fridays
Highlight the
Creative Life

As the fourth season of the First Friday
concerts comes to a close, we invite you
to our June 3rd First Friday concert
featuring the musicians of First
Presbyterian in our second Musical
Cabaret, which will feature songs from the
stage from all periods. In the gallery, we
will feature collage art by Treha Myth
Downey. As always, the concert will begin
at 6:00, with gallery hours from 5:30-8:00
pm. We hope that you can join us for this
final concert and gallery of the season!
The season in the Art Gallery was equally
remarkable. You will see in this issue a
recap of the May Art Gallery and a
preview of the June Art Gallery. This
combination of music, coordinated by
Michael Lister, Director of Music; and art,
coordinated by David Hinchen, as a part of
the monthly Lark Street Neighborhood
First Fridays, opens our church to the
community and highlights the creative
talents in a very special setting. We are
also grateful to Fiona McKinney and her
team of volunteers who provide
refreshments in the gallery.

Michael Lister, Music Director
(above), David Hinchen, Art
Coordinator, and Fiona
McKinney (below) refreshments
coordinator.
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First Friday, June 3
The Art Gallery

Colorful Floral
Collages
Treha Myth Downey
Editor’s note – The following is an
excerpt from the artist’s web page
“In the late 1980s, while other teenage
girls were writing in diaries to keep a
record of their thoughts, feelings, and
experiences, I was making collages.
To me, it was always more important
to create a visual image that reflected
those things in my life. I would cut
things out of my Vogue magazines,
and glue them onto empty pages of
my clothbound sketchbook. Those
collaged pages would then serve as
my working surface for drawings and
paintings. Methodically and carefully,
I would layer materials and images to
create a final narrative that served no
other purpose than to exist as a
record of what I felt was, or could be
possible aesthetically …
“… My goal throughout this process is
to create a small series of work, that
when viewed together, explores some
of the infinite aesthetic possibilities
that can stem from one original image
source. Simultaneously, I hope to
demonstrate that every step of my
process generates pieces of work that
although related to an original image
source, can also be viewed
independently without a supporting
visual reference.”
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CROP Hunger Walk

Rain Didn’t Dampen
the Spirit or the Step
By Annette Johnson, Chair, Outreach and
Mission Committee
First Presbyterian Church was well
represented in the CROP Hunger Walk this
year. We had 30 walkers of all ages and
raised approximately $9,900! That is almost
our $10,000 goal. We may yet get
there! (The count is still out because we are
waiting for a few donations to come in and
CROP counters to verify our donations.)
We enjoyed a wonderful lunch before the
walk courtesy of Tara Lindsley and Charlie
Kite. That really helped to fortify us for the
walk in the rain!

It was the equestrian escort for the Crop Walk
that attracted one young walker.

A very big thank you to all the First Pres
Steppers and all the members of the church
for their generous contributions and energy
for the walk.

The Upper Rooms

One Said “Thank You”
The new rotation in The Upper Rooms (our
Christian education program for children in
kindergarten through grade 5) runs through
June 12. This rotation’s theme is “One Said
Thank You,” and the children will explore
Luke 17:11-19 through art, games and a
movie.

Sunday, June 19, at 9:30

Education Celebration
Join us on Sunday, June 19, at 9:30, in
Assembly Hall for our EDUCATION
CELEBRATION where children, students,
and adults will be celebrating our Sunday
morning Christian Education program. Join
us for a light breakfast of finger foods and a
fun-filled program looking back over this past
year.

Students in grades 6 through 8 are using a
middle school curriculum called Journey to
Adulthood with teachers Ellen Eisenbraun
and Amy Robinson.

Congratulations to FPC
Graduating Seniors

Teachers, shepherds, adults, youth and
children are all invited to join this celebration
of a fabulous year. Back by popular demand
is the Backward Jeopardy Game – come and
see how much you learned this year! You’ll
see pictures and artwork from the year, hear
about plans for next year, honor those who
played a special role this year, and
participate in interactive activities. Don’t miss
this opportunity for fellowship (and food)!

Graduating from High School this June are
Katie Lamar, Mia Robinson, and Lauren Kuo.
Be sure to extend your congratulations to these
seniors who have made outstanding
contributions to the work of the youth in the
church.
You will be interested to learn what their future
plans are. Ask them!
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Home Repair Project Continues
and Needs YOU!
By Christy D’Ambrosio
On a beautiful Saturday morning in April, Eric Fagans and Adam
Sperry rebuilt the front porch at the Moore's house on Liebel
Ave in the South End. This project began last year with a front
step reconstruction project and the commissioning of a
professional painter to paint the front of the house and a vinyl
siding company to side the back of the house and reframe all
windows. The wood frame around every window had
deteriorated.
The Moore project is now officially complete. All materials were
provided by the Home Depot Foundation. Next up is the
construction of a wheelchair ramp for Farrah Torres on Whitehall
Road.
Join Us on Saturday, June 11, at the Mackey residence, 397
Livingston. We will be finishing up a scrape, patch, and paint
job in two rooms. WE NEED HELP! If you're available, please
contact Christy D’Ambrosio.
Volunteer opportunities will be available in the months to
come. Please come out and join us!
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Save the Date!
Saturday, June 11, 2016

Pride Parade
Washington Park, Albany
Parade Begins at Noon
Presbyterian Rainbow invites you to be a part
of the largest PRIDE celebration in upstate
New York!
Meet at First Presbyterian Church in Albany
either at 10:00 am to help decorate our
vehicle, OR at 11:45 to join the parade group.
Participate by carrying your church’s sign as a
way to witness our welcome to lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people in our
community (Presbyterian Rainbow will provide
the sign).
Come to the post-parade festival where
Presbyterian Rainbow staffs a table with
information about our churches.
Bring print materials about your church for
display.
Most of all, come to enjoy the uplifting
experience of the warm reception we always
receive from parade bystanders --- cheers and
thanks abound! We look forward to
participating with you!

Last year’s Pride Parade

Fire Alarm!
Those driving by on Sunday noon, April 24, saw the
congregation gathered outside on the sidewalk.
Why? Because a fire alarm shattered the afterworship conversation in Assembly Hall! Two fire
trucks arrived momentarily, and the fire fighters
determined that it was a false alarm. However, it
serves as a reminder about what we need to do
when the fire alarm goes off in the building.

Alarms rang, sirens wailed and the fire trucks
came to the false alarm.

We need to clear the building – EVERYONE!!!
We have no way to turn off the alarm and must wait
for the fire fighters to determine the cause of the
alarm and turn it off.
When the fire fighters say we can re-enter the
building, only then can we re-enter.
Thank you all who evacuated the building with cake
in hand. Also, thanks to those who stayed and came
back in to enjoy baptism cake and great fellowship.
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A Quatrain for Deacons

Deadline - August 1

Applications for
Education Grants

By Bob Willower, Deacon
Reaching out to those most in need,
Serving in fellowship quite undeterred,
Loving in thought, word, but mostly deed,
Deacons strive to “be doers of the Word.”

Available to Church Members
By Carol Bullard, Membership Committee Chair
Planning to continue your studies after high
school? Perhaps there’s been a gap since you
graduated but now you are ready to take the next
step toward an advanced degree? Or maybe your
goal is to obtain certification in a special field?
First Presbyterian Church awards educational
grants to members who seek financial assistance
in continuing their education. These funds may be
used in any way during the school year for any
type of studies beyond high school. A simple
Education Grant Request Form can be obtained
from the church office. Completed forms can be
mailed or emailed to the church office
(info@firstpresalbany.org) and must be received
by August 1, 2016. For additional information
please contact Carol Bullard
(cbullard@nycap.rr.com).

Yes, Deacons like to be active and in the thick
of things, and they can use your help if you are
so moved. If you are part of the Delmar Flock,
you are invited to assist in the June Coffee
Hours after the 10:45 service. You can contact
Gail Scott, Barbara Woodruff or Margaret
Zettle, if you want to bring a snack or if you’d
like to help serve. Also, there are several slots
open for providing flowers for our Sunday
services. You can find information on signing
up for flower ministry on the bulletin board by
the church office. Be well and God bless!

Ushers and Greeters
Jun 5

Jun 12

Jun 19

Jun 26

8:30 am John Myers
10:45 am Team 5 – Don Mark, David Pettis,
Ron Pettis, Marilyn Riddle, Phillip
Riddle, Barbara Woodruff
8:30 am
10:45 am

8:30 am
10:45 am

9:30 am

Deacons’ Flower Ministry

Bruce Brynolfson
Team 6 – Diane Cornell, Dee Dee
Edwards, Lee Helsby, Harriet
Seeley, Cynthia Winter
Ellen Eisenbraun
Team 7 – Carol Bullard, Joseph
Mathias, Alice Schrade, Deb Shoup,
Ann Songayllo
Team 1 – Ben & Maddy Eisenbraun,
Lydia Green, Arthur & Daniel Iyok,
Lauren Kuo, Sophia Pruzek, Mia &
Maggie Robinson, Akap Takor
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Jun 5

Rensselaer & East – Leslie Roccario, Deb
Shoup, Diane Cornell

Jun 12

Guilderland-Schenectady – Grace White, Ellen
Kemp, Peg Schalit

Jun 19

Albany West – Judy Mark, Lee Helsby, Bob
Willower

Jun 26

Delmar - Barbara Woodruff, Margaret Zettle,
Gail Scott
The Delmar
Neighborhood Flock hosts
June Coffee Hours.
Fair Trade Market is Sunday, June 12.
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June 2016
1 Wednesday
12:00 pm JI/JO
2 Thursday
9:30 am Music Together
3 Friday
5:30 pm First Friday Art Display
6:00 pm First Friday Concert
5 More Light Sunday
8:30 am Worship (Communion)
9:30 am Education for all ages
9:30 am Albany Gay Men’s Chorus
Rehearsal
10:45 am Worship (Communion)
11:45 am Fellowship
11:45 am Photo Directory shots
(last chance to get your
picture taken for the
directory)
3:00 pm Triennium Orientation #2,
Assembly Hall
6 Monday
6:00 pm Music Together
7 Tuesday
5:30 pm Committee Night
• Membership
• Outreach & Mission
• Property
7:00 pm Dinner
8 Wednesday
6:30 pm Small Group B
7:30 pm Zephyr Winds
9 Thursday
9:30 am Music Together

12 Sunday
8:30 am Worship (Communion)
9:30 am Education for all ages
9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:45 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship & Fair Trade
Market

22 Wednesday
6:30 pm Small Group B
23 Thursday
9:30 am Music Together
25 Saturday
Wedding reception

13 Monday
6:00 pm Music Together
14 Tuesday
15 Wednesday
12:00 pm JI/JO
7:15 pm Small Group B3
7:30 pm Zephyr Winds
16 Thursday
9:30 am Music Together
6:00 pm Choir Potluck Dinner
17 Friday
12:00 pm Newsletter deadline,
July/August edition
19 Sunday
8:30 am Worship (Communion)
9:30 am Education celebration
9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:45 am Worship (Communion)
11:45 am Fellowship
1:00 pm Vintage Pride

BEGIN SUMMER SCHEDULE
26 Sunday
9:30 am Worship (Communion)
10:30 am Fellowship
28 Tuesday
12:00 pm – 9:00 pm Congressional
Primary
29 Wednesday
30 Thursday
9:30 am Music Together
12:00 pm Newsletter Folders
Note: Italics indicate outside groups.

20 Monday
6:00 pm Music Together
6:00 pm FOCUS Board Meeting at
Delmar Reformed
21 Tuesday

11 Saturday
10:00 Pride Parade preparations

AA Meeting Schedule
Daily 5:30 pm
Wed 10:00 pm
Thurs 7:30 pm
Get Well Group
Wed & Fri 7:30 pm
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Lectionary
June 5

Third Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 17:8–16 [17–24]
Psalm 146
Galatians 1:11–24
Luke 7:11–17

June 12 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 21:1–10 [11–14] 15–21a Psalm 5:1–8
Galatians 2:15–21
Luke 7:36—8:3

Office Hours
Monday through Friday
9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Office Manager

June 19 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:1–4 [5–7] 8–15a
Psalm 42 and 43
Galatians 3:23–29
Luke 8:26–39
June 26 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14
Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20
Galatians 5:1, 13–25
Luke 9:51–62

Phone
Fax
Web
Facebook
E-mail

518-449-7332
518-449-3104
firstpresalbany.org
facebook.com
info@firstpresalbany.org

The First Presbyterian Newsletter is
published 11 times a year.
Editor
Layout

See the Newsletter on line and in color at
www.firstpresalbany.org
Also see us on facebook.com

Sue Bartle

Rev. Dr. Glenn D. Leupold
Richard C. Gascoyne

Please notify the church office of any
change in address.
Recordings of the worship service
are available from the church office.
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