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The flowers appear on the earth; 
   The time of singing has come … 
And the vines are in blossom; 
   They give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, 
   And come away. 

Song of Solomon 2:22-23 

Summer Schedule 
 

9:30 am Worship Service at First Presbyterian Church 
each Sunday except when a joint worship service 
will be held at the following FOCUS Churches: 

 

July 5 First Presbyterian Church  
9:30 am           We are the hosts! 

 

August 2         Emmanuel Baptist Church 
9:30 am 275 State Street, Albany 
 

September 6 Trinity Methodist Church 
9:30 am           235 Lark Street, Albany 

 

A Summer Breather? 
By Glenn Leupold, Co-Pastor 

There is a popular misconception that summer is essentially 
time off from church work. This perception probably stems from 
the fact that most clergy take their vacation in the summer.  In 
summer there are fewer programs happening.  Thus, in most 
churches it is the least disruptive time for clergy to get away. 
Summers, nevertheless, are actually quite busy.  Our church 
has had a very active first six months of 2015, and a lot of fall 
planning gets going in July, some even in June. 

The provocative study of “white privilege” and of the book The 
New Jim Crow; our Wagemark certification; the wonderful fab-
four focused youth musical; Nancy Frank’s retirement “from the 
bench”; the ongoing home repair project; the Lentecost pledge 
taken by many of our members to take on a missional activity in 
Lent and continue it till Pentecost; the ongoing elevator 
construction; the Albany South End outreach; Author Illustrator 
Day in our Giffen school partnership.  As a church we have 
earned a breather! 

Looking ahead we are currently receiving school supplies (see 
page 7); we will be having our worship in the park on September 
13; the official dedication of our new elevator later this fall; the 
arrival of our new organist and a new office secretary.  So here’s 
hoping you will not only hold First Pres in your summer prayers, 
but find ways to be involved in the life of our church and let God 
use you to make the second half of 2015 as wonderful as the 
first.  Oh, and, in the meantime, we will be on vacation in 
Minnesota with my family in July and with Miriam's family at the 
beach in August. 
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First Presbyterian Church - Called by God to reduce the 
widening gap between rich and poor. 

The Story of Jesus is a Story of Love 

The State Budget and Jesus’ values 
Pause Here a Moment … 
[Editor’s note: the following is an article by Sara Niccoli, director of the 
Labor-Religion Coalition of New York State. It is her reflection on what 
Jesus would think of our state budget.]  

[In his last week,] Jesus entered Jerusalem, cast the profiteers out of the 
temple, and went to the cross.  In New York State, where upstate cities 
endure a 50 percent childhood poverty rate, the state legislature passed a 
budget that includes a tax break on private yachts and airplanes. Clearly, 
New York has its own profiteers. The story of Jesus is a story of love. And, 
ultimately, a budget should also exemplify love. The line item numbers in 
the budget say how much we will set aside to educate our children, how 
much we will spend on programs for the hungry and homeless, and how 
much we will ask working families to pay in taxes.  The budget also says 
how much we will subsidize multinational corporations, what tax breaks we 
will give to wealthy individuals, and how many children and families will be 
excluded from the benefits of society. This budget demonstrates love for 
money and power and sets aside love for humanity. Tax reforms requiring 
the wealthy to pay their fair share were never even on the table. Public 
schools are left underfunded and state aid is cruelly linked to unnecessary 
testing. It leaves out a minimum wage increase and adequate funding for 
homelessness and hunger programs.  

Jesus took on the rulers of his time because they let money hold dominion 
where it should not. They ignored the common good while amassing 
power for themselves. In the face of poverty and inequality, Jesus rejected 
the social order of the day and instead prioritized service to the least 
among us.  In Albany, we have our own moneychangers to cast out. While 
the state budget should simply serve the common good, the reality of the 
political landscape is that people fall to the very bottom of the agenda.  

The budget is the result of a transactional approach to policymaking in 
which our work, our children’s education and our tax dollars are simply 
political leverage, to be bought and sold, traded and dealt, on a political 
market rigged to serve the wealthy. And so, inevitably, the budget includes 
things like tax breaks for yachts. We’re asked to understand the reality of 
the political process and accept a terrible budget as victory because it 
could have been worse. True. But Jesus took a fundamentally different 
approach. Jesus sought to turn the tables completely. 

It’s time for New Yorkers to be bold, to stand up to the deal-making and 
profiteering in Albany that makes a political game of people’s lives. Let’s 
go to the Capitol. Let’s go to the voting booth.  Let’s get the money out of 
politics and elect leadership that comes together in service of the common 
good. Employment and wages will rise, the hungry will be fed, the 
homeless will be housed, and every child will have access to quality 
education. That’s love. That’s the teaching of Christ. 
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Session Approves, Congregation Welcomes 

New Members of the First Pres Family 

The First Presbyterian 
!

2

By Garrett DeGraff, Membership Committee member 

Five new members and two new affiliate members joined the church 
family in June.  They are Karen Brown, Dee Dee Edwards, Ken 
Howey, Kate Prussing, and Nancy Zimpher, new members, and 
Grace Korompis and Ben Takaendengan, new affiliate members.   

Karen Brown resides in Loudonville and is a registered nurse and 
case manager for Ellis Medicine.  She enjoys reading, bicycling, and 
playing with grandchildren.  Karen joins First Pres by reaffirmation of 
faith. 

Dee Dee Edwards lives in Rensselaer and is self-employed doing 
credit card processing.  She enjoys music and puzzles and has 
already gotten involved in the FOCUS breakfast program.  Dee Dee 
joins First Pres by reaffirmation of faith. 

Ken Howey and Nancy Zimpher, who are married to each other, 
reside in Albany and are both employed with the State University of 
New York, both as professors and Ken as a policy analyst and Nancy 
as Chancellor of the statewide SUNY system.  Ken enjoys golf, writing 
and travel, and looks forward to working through First Pres with 
nursing home residents.  Both Ken and Nancy join us by letter of 
transfer from Loudonville Presbyterian Church.  

Kate Prussing resides in Albany and is a PhD student in biomedical 
sciences at the University at Albany.  She joins First Pres by 
reaffirmation of faith. 

Grace Korompis and Ben Takaendengan, who are married to each 
other, reside in Albany with their two children, Mel Dickson (Dicko) 
and Naomi, who are, respectively, 7 and 5 years old.  Grace and Ben 
are citizens of Indonesia and are in Albany (and joining First Pres as 
affiliate members) while Grace continues her studies as a doctoral 
student at the University at Albany.  Grace, Ben and their children 
have been part of the life of First Pres for the past 3 years, and Grace 
has been singing with the choir for part of that time.  Grace and Ben 
are maintaining their membership with their home congregation in 
Indonesia, the Minahasa Evangelical Church in Manado, Indonesia.   

 

Karen Brown 

Kate Prussing Grace Korompis Nancy Zimpher 

Ken Howey 

Dee Dee Edwards 

Ben Takaendengan 
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Youth Musical Workshop 
By Christy D’Ambrosio 

Poetry + Rhythm = Rap 
Rap + Dance + Everything Else = Hip Hop 

2

Starting in September 2015, 
rehearsals will begin for an 
original Rap and Hip Hop 
musical to be created by the 
cast.  Original raps about 
what matters to youth today 
will be composed by the cast 
with the help of Katie Lamar, 
poet.  Hip Hop dance will be 
created by Amy Scarlett, 
choreographer.  The Musical 
Finale will be conducted by 
Michael Lister, musician, and 

3

the entire production will be organized by Christy 
D'Ambrosio, Youth Director, and master producer. 

Save Monday nights starting this fall for a fabulously 
fun and creative experience. 

MORE THAN DANCE 

First Pres 
decorates the 
annual Gay 
Pride Parade 
float with 
friends from 
Westminster, 
friends from 
Presbyterian 
Rainbow, and 
their best 
friend, Jesus. 
See p. 10. 

Arthur Iyok, 8th grader, adds his hands to the 
wall of 8th grade graduates from The Upper 
Rooms. 
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Home Repair Project 

From West Hills to 
South End Albany  
By Christy D’Ambrosio 

Our dedicated team of workers continued First 
Pres’ Home Repair mission on two Saturdays 
in May by finishing up work at the Foskey 
residence, as reported in last month's 
newsletter, and beginning work at the Saqr 
residence in the South End.  Eric Fagans, 
David Haase, and Glenn Leupold began work 
on a deck in the Saqr backyard to 
accommodate Hhana, who has difficulty 
maneuvering the uneven ground. 

The word and work spread.  Hhana's backyard 
neighbor, Yvonne, has two issues that we can 
address: a broken storm door and railing on 
her front steps.  Both Hhana’s and Yvonne's 
home repairs were addressed on June 20, 
along with a major landscaping initiative in 
Hhana's front yard.   

If you would like to join the work crew, please 
contact Christy D'Ambrosio (423-4763 or 
christy@firstpresalbany.org) or Eric Fagans 
(371-0131 or edfagans@me.com) and help out 
on Saturday, July 11, and/or Saturday, August 
15.  

The word and work continues to spread. After 
generously contributing to last summer's 
Group Work Camp effort, the Home Repair 
Project has continued to ask for, and receive, 
help in the form of deep discounts from 
Sherwin Williams and Foundation Grants from 
Home Depot.  These two large corporations 
have recognized a civic responsibility and 
have come to our aid.  Thank you for 
supporting the Home Repair Project of First 
Presbyterian Church of Albany.  

Together we are “called by God to reduce the 
widening gap between rich and poor.”   

 

 

 

Some men (and women) repair homes in the South End, 
and some Bible Guys share graduation Breakfast at 

Grandma’s.  Is this the male equivalent of the Mary and 
Martha story? 
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Due August 11 

Education Grant 
Applications 
By Carol Bullard, Membership 
Committee Chair 

Planning to continue your studies after 
high school? Perhaps there’s been a 
gap since you graduated but now you 
are ready to take the next step toward 
an advanced degree? Or obtain 
certification in a special field? 

First Presbyterian Church awards 
education grants to members who seek 
financial support to assist in continuing 
their education. These funds may be 
used in any way during the school year 
for any type of studies beyond high 
school. A simple Education Grant 
Request form can be obtained from the 
church office by Tuesday, August 11.  
Inquire at info@firstpresalbany.org.  

July 26 at the Roccario Home 
!

Rensselaer Flock 
Annual Picnic 
!

By Leslie Roccario, Deacon 

The Rensselear and East flock will 
hold its annual summer picnic on 
Sunday, July 26, at the home of Eric 
and Leslie Roccario in Averill Park. 

Flock members are invited to bring a 
dish to share and join us starting at 
5:00 for an evening of summer fun and 
community. 

Deb Shoup, Diane Cornell, and Leslie 
Roccario are the Deacon-shepherds of 
the Rensselaer Neighborhood Flock.  
Contact them for more information, 
and they will be contacting you. 

 

Eva and Eli Rice step up to the font to be baptized. 

Nancy Zimpher and Juliette Price lead Adult Education Hour in a 
discussion of the Albany Promise, a collaborative effort with 

Albany City Schools, SUNY, and a variety of  
state, city and neighborhood partners. 
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A Mission of Hospitality, Mercy, Advocacy, and Justice 

Deb Jameson to Transition from FOCUS 
Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that “to everything there is a season.  A time and place for everything under 
heaven…” 

1

FOCUS School Project 
The 2015 FOCUS on Schools Project is 
collecting school supplies throughout the 
summer for children who use the FOCUS 
Interfaith Food Pantry. The aim is to provide 
children with the basic supplies they need to 
begin school in September so that they are 
prepared to participate fully in class. 

Last year, more than 300 students received 
supplies. Equipping a child for the start of 
school has cost an estimated $18 for 
students in grades K-2 and $50 or more for 
high school. For parents who use the 
Interfaith Food Pantry, these expenses can 
devastate their already meager resources. 
On the other hand, those of us who have 
cars and a few extra dollars can take 
advantage of special sales, rebates, and “buy 
one get one free” offers on school supplies. 
By working together, we can provide supplies 
for these children far less expensively than 
their parents can. 

School supplies will be collected at First Pres 
during June and July. In August the drop off 
and delivery of school supplies will shift to 

FOCUS on Schools – Supplies Needed - 2015 

#2 pencils (sharpened) ball point pens (blue or black ink) 
pencil pouches pencil boxes—plastic 5”x8” 
school scissors colored markers 
2-pocket folders 2” pink erasers 
backpacks notebook paper (college & wide) 
3-ring binders - spiral notebooks (college) 
   (hard cover 1” or 1 ½”) marble composition books 
yellow highlighters 3” sticky-back note pads 
flash drives 12” rulers 
     
    

2

First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 
Washington Ave, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, August 24 
through August 27. Monday, August 31, is the last 
day for donations. FOCUS is also looking for 
volunteers to either sort and pack, and/or to distribute 
supplies on the following dates: Tuesday, September 
1, and Friday, September 4, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Unitarian Universalist Society.  Volunteers must 
sign up by calling the FOCUS Office at (518) 443-
0460 or emailing belindaq@focuschurches.net. 
Belinda at this email can also answer any other 
questions you may have. 

2

With this note I share with you my intention 
to bring my work with FOCUS Churches of 
Albany to a close.  With God’s help, I have 
determined it is now time for me to move on 
to the next step in my journey. 
Since 1999 I have been blessed with the 
most meaningful and challenging work of my 
career so far.  It has been a calling, my life’s 
work in this time and place and I have been 
honored and privileged to have walked with 
you in this shared life called FOCUS. 
I will leave fulfilled in the knowledge that 
together we have accomplished a significant 
piece in our common ministries.  We 
received the mantle from ecumenical 
visionaries and created a faith based 
nonprofit organization that lives out of a 
mission of hospitality, mercy, advocacy and 

3

justice.  It is a hybrid ministry that continues to be 
an ongoing experiment of living God’s reign 
together.  
There are many FOCUS chapters ahead and I 
truly believe God is with you and blesses you 
with all good things as you continue this gift 
called FOCUS.  
I will be transitioning from FOCUS at the end of 
the year.  The specifics of next steps are both 
nebulous and clear—I look forward to what God 
has for me next.  I hope to see you around as I 
plan to stay put and work and play in the Capital 
Area.  
We are on the journey together. Know that you 
have blessed me and have been to me a great 
community of support, challenge and care. 
Sincerely, with gratitude and love, 
Rev. Debra Jameson 
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Music and Art 

First Friday in June 
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Music and Art 

First Friday in June 
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Ushers and Greeters 

   
 

Jul 5 9:30 am FOCUS worship at First Presbyterian 
  Team 5 – Don Mark, David Munoz, Ron 

Pettis, Marilyn Riddle, Phillip Riddle, 
Barbara Woodruff 

 

Jul 12 9:30 am Team 6 – Diane Cornell, Fay Fairfax, Lee 
Helsby, Harriet Seeley, Cynthia Winter 

 

Jul 19 9:30 am Team 7 – Carol Bullard, Joseph Mathias, 
Alice Schrade, Deb Shoup, Ann 
Songayllo 

 

Jul 26 9:30 am Team 2 – Joanne Gascoyne, Richard 
Gascoyne, David Hannay, Margaret 
Hannay 

 

Aug 2 9:30 am FOCUS Worship at Emmanuel Baptist 
 

Aug 9 9:30 am Team 1 – Youth of First Pres 
 

Aug 16 9:30 am Team 3 – Keith Barber, David Haase, 
Bob Stevens, Linda Stevens 

 

Aug 23 9:30 am Team 4 – Jeff Durgee, Ray Henrikson, 
Prudence Iyok, Rachel Smith, Roseline 
Takor 

 

Aug 30 9:30 am Team 5 – Don Mark, David Munoz, 
Ron Pettis, Marilyn Riddle, Phillip 
Riddle, Barbara Woodruff 

 

 
 

Deacons’ Flower Ministry 
 

Jul 5 9:30 am FOCUS worship at First Presbyterian 
  Albany East –David Hinchen, Jessica 

Piacente, Annette Johnson 
Jul 12 9:30 am Latham-Loudonville – Prudence  
  Iyok, Ron Pettis, Margaret Zettle 
Jul 19 9:30 am Rensselaer & East – Leslie Roccario, 

Deb Shoup, Diane Cornell 
Jul 26 9:30 am Guilderland-Schenectady – Grace 

White, Ellen Kemp, Peg Schalit 
Aug 2 9:30 am FOCUS Worship at Emmanuel 

Baptist 
Aug 9 9:30 am Delmar –Barbara Woodruff, 

Stephanie Ragone, Gail Scott 
Aug 16 9:30 am Albany East - David Hinchen, Jessica 

Piacente, Annette Johnson 
Aug 23 9:30 am Latham-Loudonville - Prudence 

Iyok, Ron Pettis, Margaret Zettle 
Aug 30 9:30 am    Rensselaer & East – Leslie 

Roccario, Deb Shoup, Diane 
Cornell 

 

The Albany East Neighborhood Flock hosts July Coffee 
Hours. 

The Albany West Neighborhood Flock hosts August 
Coffee Hours. 

Fair Trade Market is Sunday, July 12, and Sunday, 
August 9. 

Deacons’ Doings 
By Bob Willower, Deacon 

Have you stopped by the Deacon bulletin board outside 
the church office?  There you will find an updated flock 
map, photos of all the deacons with a note about which 
flock they serve. Currently the deacons are preparing 
letters for their respective flocks that will let flock 
members know their current flock assignments based 
on the recently revised flock distribution, along with a 
list of their fellow flock members.  Plans are also in the 
works for summer and fall flock gatherings! 

 

Summer Guest 
Preachers 
July 5 Alexandra Lusak 
 with Peg Schalit hosting and 

greeting 

August 9 Paul Randall 
 with Clancy Cherry hosting 

and greeting 

August 16 Jennifer Wegter-McNelly 
 with Lee Helsby hosting and 

greeting 
 

A very special guest rides in 
the First Pres van in the Gay 
Pride Parade. 
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Heldeberg Music Schedule 
Wed 10:30 am & 5:00 pm 
Thurs 9:30 & 10:30 am 

 

AA Meeting Schedule 
Sun 5:30 pm 
Mon 5:30 pm 
Tue 5:30 pm 
Wed 5:30 pm 
Thurs 5:30 & 7:30 pm 
Fri 5:30 pm 
Sat 5:30 pm 

 

Get Well Group 
Wed 7:30 pm 
Fri 7:30 pm 

1  Wednesday 
    9:00-6:30 Serve Albany  
   
5 Sunday – FOCUS Sunday 

 9:30 am  Worship (Communion) 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 

9  Thursday 
 12:00 pm   Endowment Subcommittee  
 
11  Saturday  
       9:00-3:30 Home Repair Volunteer  
  Work Day 
 
12  Sunday  

 9:30 am  Worship (Communion) 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
  Fair Trade Market 

   
14  Tuesday 

      7:30 pm Washington Park 
Neighborhood Association 

  
17  Friday  
          Youth leave for Montreat  
 
19 Sunday 

      9:30 am Worship (Communion) 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
     1:00-3:00 Vintage Pride 
 
20  Monday 
 6:00  pm  FOCUS Executive Board  
  Meeting at First Pres 

  
26 Sunday  
         Youth return from Montreat 
        9:30 am Worship (communion)  
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 
30  Thursday 
  4:00–7:00 pm FOCUS volunteer  
   gathering at Deb  
   Jameson’s home 
 
Italics = Outside Group 
 

The First Presbyterian 
!

July 2015 August 2015 Regularly Scheduled 
Non-Church Events 
for July and August 2 Sunday – FOCUS Sunday 

 9:30 am  Worship Service at 
Emmanuel Baptist  

 10:30 am Fellowship 
 
9  Sunday  

 9:30 am  Worship (Communion) 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
  Fair Trade Market 

 
11  Tuesday 

      6:45 pm  Deacons’ Meeting 
 
15 Saturday  
       9:00-3:30 Home Repair Volunteer  
   Work Day 
 
16 Sunday 
       9:30 am Worship (Communion) 

 10:30 am Fellowship 
     1:00-3:00 Vintage Pride 

  
23 Sunday  
        9:30 am Worship (communion)  
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 
30 Sunday  
        9:30 am Worship (communion) 
 10:30 am Fellowship 
 
Italics = Outside Group 
!

Lectionary for July 
(See p. 12 for August) 

 
July 5 - 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 5:1–5, 9–10  Psalm 48  
 2 Corinthians 12:2–10  Mark 6:1–13  
July 12 - 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 6:1–5, 12b–19 Psalm 24 
 Ephesians 1:3–14  Mark 6:14–29  
July 19 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 7:1–14a  Psalm 89:20–37 
 Ephesians 2:11–22  Mark 6:30–34, 53–56  
July 26 - 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 11:1–15  Psalm 14 
 Ephesians 3:14–21  John 6:1–21  
!
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See the Newsletter on line and in color at 
firstpresalbany.org 

          Also see us on facebook.com 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
362 State Street 
Albany, NY  12210 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
ALBANY, NY 
Permit No. 63 

Lectionary for August 
(See p. 11 for July) 

 
Aug 2 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 11:26–12:13a Psalm 51:1–12 
 Ephesians 4:1–16 John 6:24–35  
Aug 9 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 18:5–9, 15, 31–33 Psalm 130 
 Ephesians 4:25–5:2 John 6:35, 41–51  
Aug 16 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 1 Kings 2:10–12; 3:3–14 Psalm 111 
 Ephesians 5:15–20 John 6:51–58  
Aug 23 13th Sunday after Pentecost  
 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10–11) 22–30, 41–43  Psalm 84  
 Ephesians 6:10–20 John 6:56–69  
Aug 30 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Song of Solomon 2:8–13 Psalm 45:1–2, 6–9 
 James 1:17–27 Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23 
 

                                                                      
  

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
FPC is currently looking for a new 

office manager so these office hours 
are tentative.  You can leave a 

message and a response will be made 
as quickly as possible.  

 

Phone 518-449-7332 
Fax 518-449-3104 
Web firstpresalbany.org 
Facebook                    facebook.com 
E-mail  info@firstpresalbany.org 

 
The First Presbyterian Newsletter is 

published 11 times a year. 
Editor Rev. Glenn D. Leupold 
Layout Richard C. Gascoyne 

 
Please notify the church office of any 

change in address. 
 

Recordings of the worship service 
are available from the church office. 

The First Presbyterian 
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